SMF

Sociedad Mexicana de Fisica

Organizing Regional
Conferences

Lilla Meza-Montes
Mexican Physical Society
Instituto de Fisica B. Universidad Autbnoma de Puebla
lilia#sirio.ifuap.buap.mx



The Mexican Physical Society (SMF) approved the
creation of the Working Group (WG) on Women in Physics
on October 30, 2002

WHAT DO WE NEED FOR A WORKING GROUP?
1. Human Resources
2. ldeas (goals)
3. Funds

OBSTACLES LIMITING OUR WORK

No time for extra duties (salaries strongly depending
on productivity bonus, excessive paperwork)

. Lack of administrative support

. Insufficient funds

Changes in government/policies/executives/...

. Centralism (More than half of scientific community
lives in Mexico City ...)
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How to overcome them?

We have to optimize everything
Time, duties, resources ...

Concentrate on a few goals: e. g., Organization of
Conferences

To give visibility to female scientists F=ETgiIoTeE:\ilo]sRo)i
To attract women to science Women in Science

To develop at local/regional 2nd Conference Latin
level strategies, involving American Women In
more scientists —not only Exact and Natural

physicists Sciences
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~Participation of Women in Science

Organized in Centro de Investigaciones
en Optica, at Leon, Guanajuato,

- To draw attention to the work of
women in diverse scientific and
technological fields

- To publicize their contributions to the
economical development and
modernization of Mexico

- Since 2004

- All of the sciences, including social
sciences.

- 600 participants in last meetings

Since 2007, the WG co-sponsors this
meeting and Amalia Martinez, one the
organizers, became an active member
of the group —our Team Leader




Find the right place for everybody!

Mujeres en Fisica _Z..

e A meeting was organized to form the

@gﬁ =T WG but ... we could not provide
g " financial support
== oz Most of attendees were students
3 e
We organized a survey but ... our

community does not like surveys

................

THEREFORE
*Develop a nucleus (small, active group)
*Ask colleagues who could join the group

*Talk to as many as you can
*Find out what kind of activities they would support
Make a roster —keep in mind feasible participations




As for funds ...

Find out which agencies (local, H F e
. . . . S cientifica...
national and international) can provide - 8
funds and what they support (not only é}:%‘"ém e
mon ey | ) q.x\é"?asq SER cuando ceac GRANDE?

* Scientific agencies

Scientific societies

Gender-related institutions
Universities —women at key positions
Foundations

«Submit (and lobby, if possible) proposals to all of them
*Ask for an interview to explain the purpose, relevance, etc.
of the project

Mention what it is already done is some other places




Latin American Conference on
Women in Exact and Life Sciences

First Conference: Brazilian Team, Rio de Janeiro 2004

http://www.cbpf.br/~mulher/
GOALS OF THE SECOND CONFERENCE

*To analize the situation of Latin American women in
science and find solution to common problems

*To increase the visibility of female scientists

*To identify the problems faced by young scientists
*To create a data base of women in Exact and Life
Sciences



Getting organized

Participant areas

Astronomy

Biology

Biotechnology
Computer Science
Gender-Science Studies
Health

Mathematics

Physics

Chemistry

Organizing Committee

« One member for each area

*/As many as possible institutions
 Members of gender-related
Institutions

«Tasks among the members

Monthly meetings

eEach area suggested a speaker
*Three panel sessions on gender
Issues

«Scientific Committee

«Submitted several proposals for
funding




GGet SpOﬂSOrsl Registration fee: 40 USD

000,

SN o (% INSTITUTO NAGIONAL
e ~ DELAS MUJERES .
( 1] = - GOBIERNO DEL DISTRITO FEDERAL
COMCYT FEesleco México, la Ciudad de la Esperanza
fuﬂodewanmwhmmuupmhw

UNIFEME,)

COmMPEUTO
2C20emiIco
LIFiEeT

L T3
A\ o

Casa abierta al tempo cleese



T B

Il CONFERENCIA INTERNACIONAL MUJER Y CIENCIA 2006
3-5MAYO2006,CD.DEMEXICO

More than 230 participants

« 18 Mexican states + Mexico City
19 Latin American participants
Argentina (3), Bolivia (2). Brazil (3),
Chile (1), Colombia (3), Cuba (5), El
Salvador (1), and Guatemala (1).



«37 previous popularization g sz 9
lectures and 2 panel
sessions in 7 cities ey
Plenary talks were available ... ...
on line A —_—
*Remote participation of
three speakers
eDiscussion groups
*Proceedings book (two
volumes)

Valuable information on resources

*The Latin American computer network (CLARA,
Consorcio Latinoamericano de Redes Académicas)
 Hemispherical agreements on science and
gender issues
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Conclusions |

The Conferences organized in Mexico accomplish the
following goals

give visibility to female scientists

allow collaborations and networking

share experience with young female scientists
detect common obstacles at different sciences

a multidisciplinary group has been formed, which
Is developing programs and strategies to improve the
condition of women in science in the whole Latin
American region.



Conclusions Il

As for the Mexican working Group, little by little we are

growing

achieving goals and getting involved in more diverse
activities

developing contacts and programs to increase the
support for women, not only in Physics but all the

scliences _
and what i1s next

Follow up: Many tasks were pointed out by the
discussion groups

Popularization lectures becoming a permanent activity
Next Conference

November 27-29
La Paz, Bolivia



